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Day 16

Kraol People

| Kings 8:27b

S ambath, a small Kraol lad, woke up to the steady
sound of monsoon rains. Rubbing his eyes with
the last ounce of sleep still lingering, he ambled to the
window. The sky was as gray as the ash from beneath
the previous night’s embers and it presaged another
wet day. His parents had awoken at the first flush of
dawn and were talking in hushed tones in the adjacent
room. Sambath tiptoed to the door for he wanted to
hear what they were saying.

“This monsoon is more unusual than any...” said his
father before adding, “at least any monsoon I can
remember.” “Will the rice crop be destroyed?” asked
his wife, alarm written all over her face.

Catching Sambath’s head through the corner of his
eyes, he dodged that question, for he didn’t want to
stoke any more fear in his family. Instead he asked
Sambath, “Boy, shouldn’t you be getting ready for
school?” The little boy came out shaking his head.

He muttered to his wife, “Oh, I forgot. The Khmer
teacher comes here only a few days in a month. With
an education like that, I worry that his life will be just
as hard as mine.”

Besides physical hardships, most Kraol people of
Cambodia don’t have the hope of salvation through
Christ because they haven’t heard of Him yet.

Pray that Christ’s followers would soon take the mes-
sage of hope for this life and life everlasting to the Kraol
people—E]JD

The heavens, even the
highest heaven, cannot
contain You. How much less
this temple | have built!

King Solomon understood
something that very few really
understand. The one who
created 300 sextillion stars
cannot be contained in a man-
made building, no matter how
magnificent it looks to us! That
same Creator can bring on
monsoons, or drive them away
as He sees fit.

Pray that the Kraol people
will understand that they
need to seek only the God
of Solomon, who cannot be
contained by any temple.
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Day I7

Krung People

1Kings 8:35

. . s the sun set behind the tall towering mountains,
When ... there is no rain

because your people have
sinned against you, and
when they pray toward
this place and confess Your
Name and turn from their
sin.. . then hear from
heaven and forgive the sin
of your servants. . ..

King Solomon’s prayer during
the dedication of the Temple

is especially important for the
peoples of Cambodia who

live in a climate where there

is either too much or too little
rain. The Krung people seek the
forgiveness of spirits that have
no control over their lives, while
ignoring the One who controls
the entire Universe!

Pray that the Krung peaple
will soon realize that they

are seeking favor from the
wrong god.
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the birds noisily retreated to their nests and
people trudged homeward, their heads bent low and
their shoulders slumped. It had been yet another day
of hoping for rain.

“If the gods don’t water the plants, they will surely be
destroyed,” said a raspy voice. “We have been praying
for and expecting rains for the past few weeks, I am
very worried,” said another. “Could it be that the
gods are punishing us for taking on the ways of the
Westerners?” added a wrinkled old man, every line
on his face a testament to the harsh life he had lived.
'This aging Krung man had taken so many hard
knock all his life that he had stopped being hopeful.
He looked upon everyone and every situation with
suspicion. His quiet life in the secluded mountains
had been brutally interrupted by the Khmer Rouge
who stormed into power in the 1970s. His wife
and two of his four sons were killed. He had barely
escaped death. This scarred man looks upon every
foreigner as he would the Khmer Rouge. His heart
was just about warming to the gentle White man
who spoke of such hope and freedom in Christ.
However, the recent dry spell which threatens his
crops has aroused the old adversaries of Christ: fear
and distrust.

Pray that the Krung people of Cambodia will find heal-
ing in the message of a loving God that missionaries take

to them.—EJD



Kuy People

hewing his fingernails, David looked out at

the rice paddy. It was ripe for harvest, and he
wondered if that could be a fitting description for the
Kuy people of Cambodia whose lives were plagued by
hardship and despondent hopelessness. The Kuy are
looked down upon by the Khmer. The government does
not provide them with proper health care, and their lack
of clean drinking water leaves a lot to be desired.

Standing in the sun, David apprehensively
remembered how he had invited a room full of

eager young believers to go on a mission trip to the
Kuy people. The next few weeks were a hazy blur of
teverish preparation. On the day of their departure

he had announced, “For the next few days we will be
tutoring the Kuy children. Hopefully that will give us
a chance to meet the adults.” “Four days have already
passed since we arrived,” sighed David.

Suddenly, a cheery voice interrupted his train of fretful
thoughts. David turned to see where the voice came
from. Out of the blinding sunlight emerged a little old
man. Shading his eyes with his hands, David walked
up to the man whose beaming smile showed his beetle
nut stained teeth.

“My granddaughter has been telling me about the
good work that you are doing,” wheezed the old man.
“Could you teach us as well?”

Pray that God would raise committed long-term workers
who will share the message of Christ with the Kuy people
in a way that they can readily understand —EJD

Day 18

1 Corinthians 1:26-27

Brothers, think of what you
were when you were called.
Not many of you were wise
by human standards; not
many were influential; not
many were of noble birth.
But God chose the foolish
things of the world to
shame the wise.

The Corinthian church was
not a “beautiful people”
church. But Paul explained
that God had chosen them to
reveal the folly and weakness
of the wise and strong of
this world. In today’s world,
there are hundreds of people
groups like the Kuys who

are considered by others

as inferior. But God has a
purpose for each individual
and people group.

Pray that God will soon bring
Kuy people to the Throne

of Grace and use them to
“shame” those who think

of themselves as wise by
introducing them to the only
wise God.
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Day 19

The Mel People, A Pearic Tribe

1Timothy 2:5-6b

For there is one God and one
mediator between God and
mankind, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave Himself as a
ransom for all people.

There is only one mediator
between God and mankind,
the man Jesus Christ. He is
calling many of His followers
to introduce the lost to the
mediator! The Mel, the Kroal,
the T'moan, and other Pearic
tribes still need to meet this
mediator. But someone needs
to be willing to go.

Pray for willing vessels to go
and introduce the Mel tribe

to Jesus, the only mediator

between God and man.
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he Khmer businessman looked the cow over

carefully. After deeming it worthy of his
investment, he asked the tribesman how much he
wanted for the animal. The tribesman stared blankly
at him before turning to the Mel man standing
beside him. The Mel translated the question, listened
to the answer, and then told the businessman the
price. At that point the bargaining began in earnest.
'The Mel man acted as a go-between until they came
to an agreement.

This is precisely where the Mel people find
themselves today: in between two cultures. Even as
the 3000 people in this group are being assimilated
into Khmer society, they continue to act as
representatives for the more remote Pearic tribes
such as the Kroal and T’moan, helping them to buy
and sell livestock and goods.

Although historically animistic, the Mel have

now adopted Buddhism, as their lives have been
increasingly impacted by modern culture. Perhaps,
if the Mel could hear about Jesus, they would turn
their lives over to Him. They could continue to act
as mediators between the more remote animistic
Pearic tribes of Cambodia and the Buddhist Khmer
peoples; and, perhaps, they could be the key to
drawing members of both peoples into a relationship

with Christ.

Pray for the salvation of members of this small, but stra-
tegically located tribe. Ask the Lord to use them to bring
reconciliation between the people groups of Cambodia
and their Creator—CL



Day 20

Tampuan People

2 Corinthians 4:4

e will need to see Lom if this keeps up,”
Maly told her brother as she watched the
torrential rain. Her brother nodded, then went back to
playing his flute. He stopped in the middle of his song
when thunder echoed outside the hut. He abruptly
stood up and said, “Let’s get Lom to speak to the
spirits for us.”

Like most animists, the Tampuan people live in
constant fear of the spirit world. They believe spirits
inhabit all things and must be appeased through
spirit mediums and animal sacrifices. If floods come,
they assume the spirits of the sky and rain are angry.
In response, they consult a medium who, for a price,
beats his or her drum, goes into a trance, and is
possessed by the spirits in question. The medium
will sacrifice livestock to convince the spirit to stop
plaguing them with trouble.

As one old Cambodian saying describes it, “The Chinese
chase the Khmer. The Khmer chase the tribal people.
'The tribal people chase the spirits. And the spirits live

in the mountains.” Imagine, thinking that you are

being chased by the spirits of the mountains. That is

the terrifying situation in which the Tampuan find
themselves. Most of them have no hope or future because
they have no knowledge of the God that loves them.

Pray for workers to go to the Tampuan and provide them
with the good news that they can be set free from the bond-
age to spirits, forgiven of their sins, and become part of the
family of the One who created them.—CL

The god of this age has
blinded the minds of
unbelievers, so that they
cannot see the light of the
gospel that displays the
glory of Christ, who is the
image of God.

For thousands of years
peoples like the Tampuans
have looked to spirits that
are in rebellion against the
Creator. If they could see more
clearly, they would realize
that the only spirit worthy of
their devotion is the One who
created them and all they
see around them. But they
cannot think clearly on such
matters until the Holy Spirit
intervenes.

Pray for the Holy Spirit to
intervene in the spiritual
lives of the Tampuan people
so that they can see the light
of the gospel.
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Day 2l

Philippians 4:19 Eastern Pear People

he Eastern Pear people are indigenous to a

And my God will meet all ) o
mountainous area wracked by civil war as

your needs according to His

\orioLs richesin Christ recently as 13 years ago. They are still struggling with
glorious ricnes in Lnrist Jesus.

other peoples regarding individual and communal
Peoples like Cambodia’s Pearic land titles because many of the Pearic groups fled
their homes in order to save their lives during the

tribes typically seek the spirit
— P civil unrest. When they returned to their lands later,

world to meet their physical
needs. They are blinded to their
spiritual needs and the tragic
eternal results from neglecting
to seek and find their true

they found others living on it. Now many live outside
their traditional districts.

Their languages and culture differ from those of
other Cambodians. Some live in Thailand. Wherever
possible, their economy is based on rice farming.

Provider and Redeemer. For hundreds of years they have been collecting and

selling cardamom and ginger. They share a number
As we pray for God to meet

the physical needs of the
Eastern Pear people, pray

of these traits with tomorrow’s people group, as well
as other Pearic tribes.

that He will use His children The Eastern Pear have managed to survive because
to meet their spiritual needs of their willingness to move and change as the need
as well. arises. The Khmer peoples have dominated them

since the Angkor Kingdom in the 13th century A.D.
Through the centuries they have become more and
more like the Khmer peoples. Like the Khmer, they
are an animistic Buddhist people who appease forest
spirits to insure a good harvest of the ginger they
collect in the mountains. As far as we know, there
are no followers of Christ among this little known
unreached people group.

Pray for a peaceful and just resolution to land title issues
and the establishment of viable land tenure systems. Pray
Jfor Cambodian believers to evangelize the Pearic peoples.
Pray for the Eastern Pear to soon have their own Bible
and gospel recordings.—1TP
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Sa'och People

he Pearic tribes are similar, so how do you keep

from saying the same thing about each one?
'The Sa'och people look almost Negroid, setting them
apart from the others. The Khmer peoples look down
on them because of their Negroid features. Their
original economy was based on the sale of cardamom
and ginger collected in the mountains. That is now
supplemented with monsoonal rice farming,.

'The Sa’och people scattered during the Khmer Rouge
years. When Khmer Rouge rule ended in 1979, they
returned home to find that others had taken their
lands. They never managed to get their ancestral lands
back. Today the Sa'ochs show little or no interest in
preserving either their language or culture. They are
being assimilated into Khmer society, and almost all
speak Khmer in lieu of their Pearic language. They are
fast forgetting their folklore, language, and animistic
beliefs, although they still fear mountain spirits.
Ironically, it is Westerners, not the Sa'och people, who
seek to preserve their language. These circumstances
may actually open them up to the gospel.

Pray that the changes that this people group has experi-
enced will lead them to faith in Jesus. Pray that they will
[find their identity in Him. Pray for a concerted effort on
the part of God’s people to reach the Sa'och with the good
news that Jesus is more powerful than the spirits they seek
to appease.—1P

Day 22

2 Corinthians 10:14-16

For we did get as far as
you with the gospel of
Christ. ... Our hope is that,
as your faith continues to
grow, our area of activity
among you will greatly
expand, so that we can
preach the gospel in the
regions beyond you.

Was the apostle Paul too
proud to preach the gospel
where it had already been
proclaimed? No, that was not
the issue. He simply wanted
to make the best use of his
life and spend his energies in
planting churches where they
had not yet been established.

Pray that the Father will
keep us from complacency
and satisfaction with

what has already been
accomplished in world
evangelization. Pray that He
will lead us to pray for, send
missionaries to, and go to
the regions beyond.
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Day 23

Somray People

2 Corinthians 2:14-16

God. ... through us spreads
everywhere the fragrance
of the knowledge of Him.
For we are to God the
aroma of Christ among
those who are being

saved and those who are
perishing. To the one. ...
death; to the other. .. life.

Note the two facts

especially relevant to the
frontier mission movement:
missionaries bring the
fragrant gospel of Jesus Christ,
and that message brings both
life. . .and death! As workers
fan out around the world into
every unreached people group,
a sweet spiritual fragrance is
released! Many people will

be attracted to the marvelous,
compelling gospel, and will
embrace new life. But to those
who reject the message, there
will be death.

Pray that the Somray people
will reject the stench and
decay of death in the spirit
world, and embrace the
aroma of life given to those
who follow Christ.
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N ima, a young Somray woman, held her
throbbing head as she stumbled to the
witchdoctor’s one-room leaf house. She would have
to sacrifice to the powerful and now angry spirit,
Neak Ta. She reminded herself that next time she
must be more careful about following Neak Ta’s
“rules” when collecting cardamom in the forest. She
couldn’t afford to get lazy, and risk his wrath. She
had to collect the precious spice to support her
impoverished family, while her husband practiced
subsistence rice farming. Perhaps if she worshiped
Neak Ta better, she thought, he might hold back his

rage against her extended family.

'This woman’s Somray tribe is one of the poorest

in the world. They are scattered in tiny pockets in
Cambodia and Thailand. Looked down upon by the
Khmer majority, the Somrays live in small, remote,
isolated villages that are found in heavily forested
areas west of the Mekong River. The 4300-member
tribe remains in tremendous need. They are without
education, health care, a Bible, a church, and anyone
who can tell them the good news.

Pray that the Lord will reveal Himself to the Somray in
such a way that they will know that He is loving, righ-
teous, and all-powerful. The true God is far different
[from the evil spirits that torment them. Pray that spirit
beings like Neak Ta will be discredited in the minds of the
Somray people.—LMR



Day 24

S0y People

Malachi 1:11

he Suoy youth had just finished their day’s work
collecting bananas and resin from the jungle
to supplement their family’s struggling rice farm.
They discussed how tomorrow they would patrol
the community’s property to guard it against illegal
logging. Land-grabbing scams from agribusiness,
illegal logging, and climate change are threatening the
Suoy’s way of life. “We are some of the poorest people
in the world, and now we're going to be poorer still,”
these subsistence farmers bemoan.

'The Suoy people are among the most poor and

despised people in Cambodia. With only 1,000 Suoy
people remaining in the world, their culture is dying.
Considered outsiders, they are ethnically distinct from
the Khmer majority. Their youth strive to assimilate into
Khmer society, speaking Khmer and dressing Western.

Unfortunately, access to Western clothes does not
bring access to a saving knowledge of God. Without
Scripture, a church, or workers to tell them, they put
their hope in an animistic, fear-driven spirit world.
'The Suoys sacrifice offerings to appease the powerful
spirits, for only a handful of them know about the
loving, omnipotent God who created them.

Pray that our Loving God will give the Suoy people true
hope that comes only from Jesus. Pray that He will conquer
the spiritual darkness that convinces them they are poor
and despised. Pray that He will give them dreams, visions,
and a longing to know Him so they will be ready when
someone comes to tell them the good news about the true

and living God—LMR

My name will be great
among the nations, from
the rising to the setting

of the sun. In every place
incense and pure offerings
will be brought to my Name,
because my Name will be
great among the nations.

Imagine what it must be like
to spend your life appeasing

a fear-driven spirit world like
the Suoy people do. Wouldn't
you like nothing better than
to give your devotion to a God
who's Name is great among
all nations? He is also loving
and gentle to those who are
part of His family.

Pray that the Suoy people
will soon understand that
the gods they worship only
stand in the way of them
finding the True and Living
God whose Name is great
among every nation.
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Day 25

Philippians 1:21

For to me, to live is Christ
and to die is gain.

What a testimony, what an
inspiration! The apostle Paul
may have been thinking of
Jesus” words, “The Son of
Man came. . . to minister and
to give His life a ransom for
many.” In a way, a pioneer
missionary gives his life as
aransom for the people

to whom he is sent. His
ambition is to bring the good
news so that people, yetin
darkness, can experience
God’s salvation. What is

your ambition? What is the
surpassing goal of your life? Is
it the same as Christ’s, or are
you focused on lesser things?

Pray that Jesus will give us
a new vision of Himself in
all His beauty and holiness.
Pray that He will fill us with
a passion for His glory in all
the earth.
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Mainland Chinese People in Cambodia

« W ere oft!” Baojia said
to his friend in his
native Mandarin, as their
plane lifted off from Phnom
Penh’s runway. “We will soon
be back in China to celebrate
the [Chinese] New Year with

our families!”

Baojia is one of perhaps 30,000
Mainland Chinese expatriates
living in Cambodia. With
China’s doors opening wider

to the outside world, more Chinese mainlanders cross
borders seeking higher salaries and better living conditions
wherever they can find it. They don’t come as immigrants,
however. Those who go to Cambodia usually stay only

a couple of years. Most come as businessmen, garment
factory workers, or Chinese language teachers.

A Mainland Chinese
businessman in Cambodia

More modern thinking and technologically adept than
other ethnic Chinese people groups in Cambodia,
these expatriates see themselves as higher class than
their countrymen. Lacking close relationships with
other Chinese groups or Khmers, Mainland Chinese
keep to themselves. Much of their free time is spent at
health clubs, coffee shops, bars, and shopping malls.
Some practice ancestor worship, spirit veneration, and
Buddhism. But the “modern god” of most is success
and wealth. Materialism and atheism dominate their
worldview. Being apart from family and friends,
however, allows them to be more open to new ideas
about faith and religion, making them potentially
more receptive to the gospel.

Pray that Chinese believers will connect with this people
group effectively, and that they will see Jesus as a true
friend and find their true wealth in Him. Pray that a
church-planting movement will be sparked among this im-

portant people group.—CN



Day 26

Cantonese Speakers in Cambodia

Philippians 4:15

“ I Il bet $100 it’s going to
rain today!” Chun-Kit

“I'll bet $200,” Jok-Yu

replied. “It’s not going to
rain,” Ka-Ho chimed in.
“T'll put up $500 to show

you both how sure I am.”

'The Cantonese love to
gamble as much or more
than other ethnic groups in
Cambodia. It’s not uncommon for elderly Cantonese
men to loll away their mornings in coffee shops betting

A Cantonese man

on the rain. Bets often soar into the hundreds of dollars.

It is also not uncommon to find a wall in Cantonese
homes covered with altars to an array of gods,
endowed with food sacrifices and burning incense.
It is out of fear, however, not devotion, that the
Cantonese serve these gods. Not to do so invites
disaster—poverty, sickness, and bad luck. Their real
god is that of wealth.

'The Cantonese make up about 10 percent of the
Chinese population in Cambodia. Most reside in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital and largest city.
Most are mechanics, appliance repairmen, craftsmen,
and carpenters. They’re hard workers, struggling to
make ends meet. They rarely take time off from their

jobs, except for the Chinese New Year when most take

three to four days off to celebrate.

Ask God to break down spiritual strongholds among the
Cantonese, and remove their focus on gaining wealth, a
barrier that keeps them from responding to the good news
of Jesus. Pray that they will put their trust in Him for
their real satisfaction.—CN

said in his native Cantonese.

Not one church shared with
mein the matter of giving and
receiving, except you only.

Money and other resources
that we “have” actually are

on loan from the Lord. He
gives everyone, believer and
unbeliever, the ability to
produce wealth. Some fritter it
away with frivolous gambling,
like the Cantonese people we
read about today. Though this
is:an obvious example of the
misuse of God's resources, can
you think of any way that you
are misusing the resources He
has entrusted to you?

Pray that you and your
congregation will be lead to
use the wealth we “have”
in a way that is pleasing to
the Lord.
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Day 2

Hainanese People in Cambodia

Galatians 4:7, 8

So you are no longer
aslave, butason....
Formerly, when you did not
know God, you were slaves
to those who by nature are
not gods.

Many argue against
missionary work today by
pointing out that it can cause
lives to be disrupted by
changing their religion. Paul
rightly arqued that bringing
the good news of the gospel
changes lives. It liberates men
and women from cruel slavery
to gods that are not gods.
Modern believers often do not
realize the torturing fear of
spirits that many peoples like
the Hainanese feel. Only Christ
can deliver them from this
fear. Only He can set them free
to worship and serve the living
and true God.

Pray that the Lord will help
us to see the peaple groups
of this world with His eyes!
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« hey purposely cut
their tongues?”
asked someone in the
congregation.

“Yes,” the visiting speaker
answered, “The Hainanese
people worship a territorial
spirit called Bentougong.
'Their worship ceremonies
involve spirit possession
and tongue cutting. After slicing their tongues, they

lick pieces of paper that have a symbol of fortune

or blessing. They then hang this amulet above the

door of their homes or in their shops. They believe

that Bentougong will then bless their families and
businesses with good luck and prosperity.”

A Hainanese woman

'The Hainanese migrated to Cambodia more than
500 years ago from one of China’s southern islands.
They settled in Kampot Province on the Cambodian
coast. Originally they came as farmers, establishing
large pepper plantations. Later, they focused their
attention on salt production.

Today many Hainanese people still live in Kampot
Province. One can find a large number of them in
Phnom Penh. They work hard, rarely taking time off
from work. They have distinguished themselves as
experts in the food catering business. Many manage
coftee shops, Chinese noodle houses, and other
businesses in the food industry. Parents encourage
their children to study hard in school. With much of
their time spent in school or at work, the Hainanese
have little time for entertainment or socializing.

Pray for believers in Cambodia to make friends with
Hainanese people. Pray that God will break their bond-
age to the territorial spirit, Benfougong. Pray that the
Hainanese will accept Jesus, their true God, and rely on
the Holy Spirit for their blessing and prosperity.—CN



Day 28

Hakka Chinese People of Cambodia

Colossians 1:5-6

“ You have had the gospel for upwards of 1800

years; we have had it for only eight days.... You
must therefore bear with us for the present, and we
will gradually improve. We are determined to uproot
idolatry and plant Christianity in its place.”

So said the Hakka leader Chung Wang, in the 1800s
as he implored missionaries to have patience with his
people. At that time there were nearly 500,000 Hakka
Chinese in Cambodia. Because of past wars and
migration, there are only about 28,000 of these people
in Cambodia today. Though there are Hakka believers
elsewhere, less than one percent of those living in
Cambodia follow Christ. The rest are non-religious or
practice Chinese folk religions.

Characteristically, the Hakkas have been folk dentists,
shoemakers or Chinese medicine merchants. Today
many Hakka families have started the popular noodle
shops that line city streets in Cambodia. Hakka
noodles, or Hakka Mee, are yellow noodles topped

by minced chicken or pork and condiments. Hakka
food is so delicious there are now Hakka Chinese
restaurants dotting the West.

Pray that the hearts and minds of the Hakka people in
Cambodia will be opened to the good news of Jesus. Pray
that the Bible translation they already have will be widely
distributed and accepted. Pray that the business-minded
Hakka will recognize that they have the chance to glorify
their Creator by dedicating their lives and their shops fo
the ways of Jesus Christ.—PE

...the gospel... has come to
you. All over the world this
gospel is producing fruit
and growing.

What a thrill to know that the
gospel continues to bear fruit
throughout the world! What

a confirmation that the power
of the gospel does not liein
human ingenuity! Today one of
the greatest forces in spreading
the gospel is the wave of
developing world missionaries
who are crossing cultural
barriers to proclaim Christ.
Their testimony, added to that
of their Western colleagues,

is producing fruit in people
group after people group.

Pray that Asian missionaries
will overcome any difficulties
that they may face in
moving out and sharing
Christ with peaples who
have never heard the gospel.
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Day 29

Hokkien Chinese People in Cambodia

Ephesians 1:3

Praise be to ... God, who
has blessed us . .. with
every spiritual blessing.

How grateful we are for the
blessings the apostle details
in this passage! Have we ever
considered why God has
blessed us? The immediate
context suggests that we are
blessed so others will praise
His glory (vs. 6, 12, 14). But
what does that mean in our
lives? God's original covenant
with Abraham promised him
blessings, and those blessings
were to be regarded as
resources to carry out a mission
to bless all the families of the
earth (Zech. 14:17). Blessings
are not for us alone, but to
equip us to carry the good
news of Jesus Christ to those
who have never heard.

Pray that the Father will
make us a blessing to those
we pray for like the Hokkien
Chinese people in Cambodia.
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hile 90-95 percent

of the Cambodian
people are ethnically
Khmer, the remaining
percentage is mostly from
Chinese people groups.
- 'The Hokkien are among
' these minorities. There are
only about 5,000 Hokkien
living in Cambodia today
because most of them
have integrated into the Khmer society, and tens of
thousands of them were wiped out in the 1970s by
war. The fact that the Hokkien valued education and
sought good jobs was a key reason that they were one
of the most decimated of the ethnic groups when the
Khmer Rouge sought to exterminate the ruling class.
'The Khmer Rouge felt that they were too “Western.”

A Hokkien woman

What little religion they practice today is mainly

a blend of Buddhism and folk religion, including
demon and ancestor worship. Sadly, they are bound
by a constant series of actions that they feel they must
take in order to protect themselves and appease these
hostile forces. Fear permeates many of their lives.

Pray that these economically privileged, but spiritually
impoverished people will be loosed from the spirits that
bind them. Pray that the veil might be lifted from their
eyes, and that they will comprehend the love and abun-
dant life that is offered them through Jesus Christ. Pray
that the Lord will call workers to boldly, yet sensitively,
present the gospel of Jesus Christ to them. Pray that their
eyes will see, their ears will hear, and their hearts will

Sfollow the Lord God who loves them.—PE



Day 30

Teochiu Chinese People in Cambodia

Ephesians 6:12

W ei peeked around
the corner into the
kitchen and saw that his
grandmother was sweeping
the floor, so he sat in

front of the god-wall and
quickly scooped some of

the steaming rice from the
offering bowl into his mouth.

A Teochiu woman “Aaaaaayeeeee"’

Grandmother Ming Yue came running, swinging her
broom at the nine-year-old. “That is an oftering for
the gods! You cannot eat it.” “Which god?” Wei asked,
quickly replacing the bowl. “The whole wall is covered
with them.”

And so it is. The Teochiu Chinese people are very
superstitious and have entire walls covered in altars

to various gods. Their biggest fear is lack of monetary
prosperity. Money is actually the main idol in the
home. The Teochiu people serve their gods out of fear,
not out of love or devotion.

Pray that the 180,000 Teochiu Chinese living in
Cambodia will soon be presented with the Word of the One
True God and be freed from a life of fear and idolatry.

They are the only Chinese people group living in Cambodia
that actually has a church, although the number of believ-
ers are thought to be less than 100. Pray that these believers
will grow strong in the faith. Pray that they will be pro-
tected and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, and that the light
of their faith will shine brighter and brighter until their
people have seen the glory of the living Christ.—PE

For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers,
against the authorities,
against the powers of this
dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.

We fool ourselves if we think
world evangelization is simply a
task requiring more effort. The
proclamation of God's Kingdom
is a frontal attack on rebel-
controlled territory that will
meet Satan's fiercest resistance
and opposition. The battle

is essentially spiritual. If you
intend to involve yourself in the
battle—as a sender, mobilizer,
missionary or as a faithful
intercessor—be prepared for
attacks greater than you've ever
experienced before.

Pray that the Lord will give us
wisdom and protection as we
enter into the spiritual conflict.
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continued from page 4 Cambodia: Moving Beyond the Killing Fields

" and continual warfare with the Thai until succumbing to French colonial rule in the
. late 1800s. However, in 1953, the French installed Norodom Sihanouk as king, who
led Cambodia peacefully to independence.

King Sihanouk was the country’s leader for 17 years before being ousted in a coup détat
led by General Lon Nol. In 1970, following the coup, Cambodia quickly descended into
civil war.... During the early part of the civil war (1970-75), Sihanouk entered into an
alliance with the Khmer Rouge led by Pol Pot. The Khmer Rouge was a small guerrilla
force, but it grew into a large army in just a few weeks. On April 17,1975, Phnom Penh
fell to the Khmer Rouge, and a new phase of Cambodian history was ushered in.

'The objective of the Khmer Rouge was to introduce a pure Maoist agrarian society.

To “purify” the people they executed all military and public service personnel, the
educated, intellectuals, those believed to be loyal to the old government, professional
workers, and religious leaders. A conservative estimate of deaths as a direct result of
Khmer Rouge actions is slightly over one million, about one in every seven Khmer.

Khmer Rouge forces boldly began fighting with neighboring Vietnam. Responding
to these armed incursions, Vietnam invaded Cambodia in 1978 and installed a new
government, forcing the Khmer Rouge to flee to the jungles along the Thai border.
From the border regions, the Khmer Rouge conducted a guerrilla war against the
government throughout the late 1970s and 80s.

Following the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia, individuals who had fled to Thai-
land to save their lives from the Khmer Rouge staggered back to their homeland or
made haste to refugee camps along the Thai-Cambodian border. This mass migra-
tion left the rice harvest unattended. Famine swept across the country in 1979-80.

Vietnam helped Cambodia in the difficult task of rebuilding the country. For a
10-year period Vietnam led Cambodia to institute various reforms. These reforms
reestablished Khmer institutions and paved the way for a pattern of future reforms.

In 1990, Cambodia’s fighting parties agreed to form a legitimate authority that
could aid Cambodia in forming a new government. In May, 1993, the United
Nations-administered elections led to a new constitution and the reinstatement of
Sihanouk as king. The result of the 1993 election was an uneasy coalition, and the
unified government fell apart violently in July, 1997.

Following two shaky decades and the decimation of the culture, infrastructure,
social structure, and government, a new reconstruction has begun.
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Pray for Cambodia’s Challenges Today

Poverty—Cambodia is one of the poorest countries in the world. Over one-
third of the country lives on less than 45 cents a day. Cambodia’s average
income is rising, but still well behind other nations in the region. Part of the
problem is that the country’s policies and history of instability do not foster
trust among businesses and foreign investment.

Health Care—Unsanitary conditions and malnutrition contribute to the
poor health of Cambodians. Most children are severely under weight and
height. According to a survey authorized by the World Health Organization
(WHO), 75 percent of adult Cambodians who lived through the Khmer
Rouge era suffer from extreme stress or post-traumatic stress disorder. Chil-
dren of that generation do not fare much better.

Families—Families are fractured in Cambodia. It is not uncommon to find
families without fathers. Mothers tell familiar stories that their husbands left
them for another wife in another village. Gambling and domestic violence
often plague families.

Drugs—Cambodia faces narcotics-related corruption. Cambodia is vulnera-
ble to money laundering due to its cash-based economy and porous borders.
Many young Cambodians turn to street drugs to deal with stress.

Human Trafficking—Women and children are often trafficked to Thailand and
Malaysia for forced labor and commercial sexual exploitation. Men are often
sent to Thailand for labor exploitation in the construction and fishing industries.

Education—Only 37 percent of Cambodia’s adult population is function-
ally literate.

Religious Freedom—Buddhism is the national religion of Cambodia.
Khmer are not forbidden to convert to other religions; however, at a local
level, social pressures are an obstacle to conversion. In some rural settings,
villagers blame Christians for bad luck and unfavorable weather conditions.
Families often feel rejected when a family member becomes a believer.

Pray for the Church in Cambodia

'The first Christian contact with Cambodia was made by Portuguese Domini-
cans in 1555.The first Evangelical missionaries didn't arrive until 1923 when
two Christian and Missionary Alliance (C&IVIA) families were able to enter the
country. Response to the gospel was slow, although by 1935 there were Chris-
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tians ministering in 11 of Cambodia’s 14 provinces. However, new believers were
often persecuted. In his book, Killing Fields, Living Fields, Don Cormack writes,
“To be a Christian in Cambodian society was to be a social pariah, misunder-
stood, and ill-treated, a convenient scapegoat for blame and abuse.” ...

'The church has grown significantly in the last 15 years. From a small rem-
nant that survived the Khmer Rouge genocide, it is now estimated by Opera-
tion World that there are approximately 471,000 believers, almost three per-
cent of the population. The church is young and enthusiastic with a natural
flare for evangelism. Although written resources are scarce, there is a wealth
of indigenous songs and hymns of worship.

—Such rapid growth presents challenges in the areas of discipleship and lead-
ership. The quantity may be increasing, but quality and depth still seem to be
lacking. Many of those who profess faith in Christ seem to fall away at the
first sign of difficulty. Pray for lifelong commitment to Christ.

Although the church in Cambodia is growing, the challenge of reaching the
unreached remains. Most of Cambodia’s cities, towns, and district centers
now have a church. But the rural areas where most of the people live still
have little Christian witness. There are significant Christian populations
among a few of Cambodia’s tribal people such as the Jarai; but many of the
other people groups have few or no believers.

Pray for a complete harvest among each of Cambodia’s ethnic groups. Pray that the
reached tribes will send out workers to those that remain without the gospel.

—The presence of foreign missions and the funds they bring with them has led
to its own set of problems. Inappropriate use of foreign funding has left many
churches dependent on outside help, slowing down the move towards self-suf-
ficiency and self-governance. Disunity, fragmentation and competitiveness for
these funds continue to affect the church. There are current attempts to unite

under umbrella groups such as the Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia.

Pray for further strides towards unity. Pray for the Holy Spirit to direct mission
efforts to use funds to extend the Kingdom of God rather than for denominational
goals. Pray that the church in Cambodia will unite under the banner of Christ and
spread His Kingdom. D
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